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OANADIAN AND AMERIOAN NOTES.

'MYSTERY MOUNTAIN.' Captain R. P. Bishop, B.C.L.S., writes:
'Major Longstaff's comments in "Canadian Notes " 1 tend to

makc me responsible for the suggest ion that the high mountain in
the Coast Ra nge had been seen by Alfred Waddington while
building a road from Bute Inlet to the interior of British Columbia.
My attention was drawn to Waddington's map of the Homathko
valley in 1922, but it never occurred to me to connect the peak
indicated th ere with the mountain I had photographed from
Mount Good Hope near Chilko Lake.

, If Waddington had really seen the mountain, which is higher
than any of the Canadian Rockies, he gave no hint of the fact in
his address before the Royal Geographical Society in 1868; he
described the Coast Range as " a sea of mountains, some of which
at tain, if they do not exceed, a height of 10,000 ft ," but considered
th at several peaks of the Rocky Mountains rise to a height of
16,000 ft ., and his description of both ranges was given with a good
deal of detail.

' Frederick Whymper, in the subsequent discussion, reminded
Waddington of the remarkable glaciers which lay so close to his
road, but made no reference at all to peaks of exceptional height .
Whymper gives a very interesting account of his visit in .. Travels
in Alaska and on the Yukon. "

'The suggestion that Waddington was the first to voice, in
London, the proposal of a railway from Eastern Canada to the
Pacificrequires some qualification; Viscount Milton and Dr. Cheadle
in their" North-West Passage by Land" 2 had suggested a railway
between Halifax and British Columbia in 1865, before the Dominion
of Canada had come into being.

, The massacre of Waddington's party on t he day of Whymper's
departure in 1864 had brought the waggon road project to an end,
and Wadclingt on now proposed a railway along the same route to
connect the Upper Fraser; t his was to form part of a railway and
steamboat route from Montreal, and of the 3490 miles to the head
of Bute Inlet only B OOwere, at first, to be by land. Waddington's
keenness for this project led him t o condemn every other line of
country, but Dr . Cheadle pointed out that the route he and
Lord Milton had discovered by the North Thompson might be
feasible as an alt ernative. This now provides a main line of the
Canadian National Railway with a very famous grad e, but, if

1 A.J. 40, 197- 8.
2 Loc: cit p. 295. The Dominion was established in 1867 and

joined by British Columbia in 1871.
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Waddington 's contentions as to the valley of the Fraser had been
correct , the transcontinental terminus at Vancouver would have
been an impossibility.

, Waddington, then, was not the first in the field, noe were his
plans altogether practicable. But in England, and subsequent ly
at Ottawa, he undoubtedly kept alive th e transcontinental idea
which was to bring Briti sh Columbia into confederation and extend
the Dominion from sea to sea.

'The name " Mystery," to which you refer in a footnote,
" A.J ." 40, p. 99, was never officially adopted, but I must agree
that it is by no means inappropriate. I would, however, like to
reply to Mr. Munday 's playful explanation in the Empire number
of The Field: " Four survey parties working at long distances had,
it seems, failed to agree even approximately as to the height and
position of the dominating peak; hence the name ' Mystery
mountain.' " .

, I think it will be found that the approximate height which
I published in th e Victoria Daily Oolonist , early in 1923, was not
far wrong, th e exact figures I cannot remember ; I did not publish
co-ordinates as I knew that my data were indefinite ; viewed
from this angle th en the mystery disappears. Surely a greater
mystery lies in the fact th at British Columbia mountaineers paid
no at tention for a couple of years to my announcement that the
mountain was apparently higher than Mount Robson, the highest
point in the Canadian Rockies!

' I am glad to be able t o congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Munday on
th eir recent success, on the enterprise they have shown in their
various attempts , and on the amount of information th ey have
secured about a comparatively unknown country.

, R. P. BISHOP.'

THE RoYAL G EOGRAl'HIOAL SOOI ETY,
October 4, ] !l2$.

, Mystery Mountain ' was ascended 0 11 July 8, 1928, by Mr. and
Mrs. Don Munday and Mr. A. R. Munday. According to the
Victoria Daily Oolonist of July 21, the ascent from and descent
to the base camp took 24 Iu s.

It is hoped to publish full details later.

MOUN'l' MALLORY and MOUNT IRVINE: a Note.
Among well-thumbed books in the public libraries throughout

the United States few are in greater demand than those describing
the last assault on Mount Everest in 1924. So great is the popu
larity of books by Sir Francis Younghusband and Colonel E. F.
Norton, th at it is necessary to file reservation one or two months
before th ere is a chance of being able to borrow a copy. The interest
of the American public is shared by the mountaineering clubs
throughout the country. The Sierra Club in California has taken
the lead in recording th eir appreciation of the bravery of the two
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Britons who lost their lives in the last assault of Mount Everest,
by naming two peaks near Mount Whitney, in the High Sierra,
Mount Mallory and Mount Irvine.

, M OUNT M ALLORY AND MO UNT IRVINE.'

Two peaks near Mount Whitney, unnamed on the U.S. Geological
Survey Map, were climbed by Norman Clyde in June 1925. No
records were found on the summits, and in each case Clyde's ascent
appears to be the first. He has expressed a desire to name these
t wo peaks Mount Mallory and Mount Irvine, in honour of the two
British climbers who lost their lives on Mount Everest in 1924.

, Mount Mallory (13,870 ft .) is on the main crest of the Sierra,
north-west of Mount Le Conte.

, Mount Irvine (13,700 ft.) is east of Whitney Pass, and stands
apart from the main crest.' 3

The writer made the second recorded ascent of Mount Mallory and
Mount Irvine on June 3, 1928, with Mr. Norman Clyde, High School
Master of Independence, Owens Valley, California.

Mount Mallory affords an interesting rock scramble from the
saddle which separates it from an unnamed peak (13,800 ft.) on the
W. The summit of Mount Mallory is gained by a t raverse of the
E. side of the smaller peak which stan ds in line with the main
range N. of the real summit. From t he base of this smaller peak
an irregular knife-edge leads to the summit cairn of Mount Mallory.

Mount Irvine is most easily climbed from the saddle separating
it from Mount Mallory, an ascent of little difficulty ; but the N.
face, shownin the photograph, taken from the summit of Mount Muir,
presents difficulties of sufficient interest to tempt even the most
particular mountaineer.

A. E. G UNTHER.

A CCID ENTS IN 1928.

'I'HE season of 1928 was the finest that we can remember,
surpassing even that of 1911. From the end of June up

to the middle of August we cannot call to mind a single day
when an expedition could not have been made. The vast
majority of days were cloudless, marred only by occasional
strong and cold north winds. Thunderstorms xcept at
Grindelwald and in the Northern Oberland-were conspicuous
by their absence.

3 From' Mountaineering Notes,' edited by Francis P. Farquhar.
SierraOlub Bttlletin, vol. xii, no. 3 (San Francisco, 1926), p. 306.


